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For those who might not have heard yet of 
the Pryor Center for 
Arkansas oral and 
Visual history, a pleasant 
surprise awaits you. 
the Pryor Center was 
established in 1999 as a 
traditional oral history 
program. in 2005, the 
Center received support 
and encouragement to 
expand into capturing 
historical memories in 
video format. At the 
same time, members 
of the tyson family of 
springdale made a generous gift of $2 million to get 
the Center started in its expanded mission.
tom w. dillard, head of the university libraries 
special Collections department, served as interim 
director of the Pryor Center until a staff could be 
hired. kris katrosh, the first full time director, was 
hired in January of this year. the associate director 
is scott lunsford, a long time uAf employee with 
extensive experience in both audio and video 
production.
with the encouragement of david and Barbara 
Pryor, as well as thousands of people interested 
in Arkansas history, the Pryor Center is making 
plans to become the major repository for the 
documentation of the spoken word in Arkansas. 
this archive already includes audio interviews, 
video interviews, scanned family photographs from 
interviewees, and live recordings of a variety of 
events, such as concerts by influential Arkansas 
musicians. 
unlike texas, louisiana, and other neighboring 
states, Arkansas has not systematically collected 
and preserved the history of our state. it was not 
until ten years ago that we adopted legislation 
requiring the teaching of Arkansas history in our 
schools. today teachers are crying out for good 
instructional materials to use in teaching our 
children about our state. the Pryor Center seeks 
to fill this gap by developing instructional videos 
and other educational products for web-accessible 
streaming audio and video distribution. yes, this is 
a very large undertaking, but also one that is sorely 
needed.
our children are not the only Arkansans who 
know little or nothing about the history and 
contributions of our state. the absence of Arkansas 
history instruction in the schools produced 
generations of adults with cultural amnesia. As 
david Pryor said, “we want to celebrate those 
Arkansans who have contributed to the greater 
good. it is time for Arkansans to tell their own 
history, rather than let someone else decide what 
our history is.” 
welcome to the Pryor Center
The Pryor Center board of advisors will have its inaugural meeting on friday, April 27, in fayetteville.  the advisory board is a group 
of nineteen individuals from across the state of 
Arkansas which has the responsibility of advising 
the Pryor Center staff on important policy matters.  
former u.s. senator david Pryor said he was 
impressed by the level of interest expressed by 
various members of the board.  “these board 
members will prove crucial to the success of the 
Center,” Pryor said.  
the members of the advisory board are:
Pryor Center Board
Carole Adornetto, AETN Conway 
Diane Alderson, El Dorado
Paul Austin, American Indian Center, Little Rock          
Paul Berry, Little Rock
Carmen Coustaut, University of Arkansas
Dr. Willard Gatewood, Fayetteville 
Dr. G. David Gearhart, University of Arkansas
Kaneaster Hodges, Newport
John M. Lewis, Fayetteville
Dr. Suzanne McCray, University of Arkansas
Ark Monroe III, Little Rock      
Marilynn Porter, Little Rock               
Dr. Charles F. Robinson, University of Arkansas
Steve Ronnel, Little Rock
Archie R. Schaffer III, Fayetteville
Dennis Schick, North Little Rock       
James Baxter Sharp III, Marianna
Dr. Todd Shields, University of Arkansas
The Pryor Center interviews Dale and Ronnie Hawkins near Pettigrew, Arkansas.
Pryor Center associate producer scott lunsford was tapped by university 
officials to create two programs 
for the April 27th “towers of old 
Main” and another program for 
the Chancellor’s Board of Advisors 
meeting. the event will feature 
videos directed by lunsford and 
produced by the Pryor Center. 
two videos honor Chancellor’s 
Award recipient tommy May 
and Volunteer of the year Coleman Peterson. 
By interviewing friends, family and associates 
of these two esteemed men, a visual history has 
been created, forever preserving the contributions 
made by these Arkansans. from the many hours 
of high-definition interviews and high-resolution 
scans representing the honorees’ lives, two eight-
minute videos are to be used as centerpieces of the 
awards portion of the program. earlier the same 
day, a third video is to be unveiled at the Board of 
Advisors meeting – a retrospective 
of Chancellor John white’s tenure at 
the university of Arkansas. lunsford 
conducted all of the interviews, 
videotaped across the state from 
rogers to el dorado. the Pryor 
Center will continue to partner with 
the u of A and other organizations 
to achieve the core mission of 
preserving the histories of a broad 
cross-section of Arkansans, while 
seeking out partners who share these 
goals. lunsford commented: “it is a great honor to 
spend time with the folks we interview and provide 
a record of their lives for their families while 
also sharing their histories that define Arkansas. 
the Pryor Center welcomes any partner who can 
help contribute to our growing video archive of 
Arkansas history. it is particularly gratifying that 
the university values our work so highly that they 
would ask us to contribute to such an important 
event.” 
Pryor Center produces videos for towers of old Main 
celebration and Board of Advisors Meeting
Scott Lunsford
I am extremely pleased and ex-cited about having the Pryor Center be a part of the uni-
versity libraries. i expect the Pryor 
Center to become an indispensable 
part of our efforts to preserve the 
heritage of our state. the Center fits 
well within the tradition of research 
libraries preserving oral histories, 
and it is embarking on a rarer effort 
to establish a very significant body 
of visual histories. indeed, my “secret” 
hope is that our Center will match, if not surpass, 
similar enterprises already established in other 
research institutions. the Center 
is doing some exciting things, and 
with the leadership of kris katrosh 
and tom dillard i am confident that 
it will take off not only in the right 
direction but in innovative, creative 
and quality directions! 
i am particularly grateful to sena-
tor and Mrs. Pryor for their creation 
of the Center and to their whole-
hearted commitment to it. without 
them it would not exist. i am also 
grateful to the tyson family for their contribution to 
support the Center.
letter from the dean
schools, historical societies and Community organizations are invited to partner with the Pryor 
Center to collect and preserve history. we can provide the crew to record your oral and video histories, 
or train you to do your own! we will preserve the interviews you record in our permanent archive, 
saving them for generations to come. for more information, contact kris at:
Kris Katrosh
Director
Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History
University of Arkansas Libraries
365 N. McIlroy Avenue
Fayetteville, AR 72701
kkatrosh@uark.edu
Carolyn Allen, Dean of Libraries
I have the best job in the world. even though i’ve only been at it since January, i’m pretty sure 
that is a true statement.
Now some people say they have 
the best job, but, well, they’re wrong 
and i can prove it. Just listen to this: 
As a part of the Pryor Center team 
(along with outstanding partners 
Associate director scott lunsford 
and oral history Coordinator James 
defibaugh) i get to interview the 
most interesting, knowledgeable, and downright 
fun people in the world, and they just happen to 
live in Arkansas. the recorded memories of their 
lives, and the stories of their ancestors’ lives and 
their communities’ histories, provide us with a very 
personal view of Arkansas’s history. 
i get to hear about all of the wonderful things 
that have come from Arkansas – important 
breakthroughs in science and medicine, 
internationally famous music, literature, poetry, 
art, and architecture, political wunderkinds, 
extraordinary philanthropy, outstanding athletes, 
and fortune 500 companies, just to name a few.
 i’m sure there are people in other states who 
are proud of their citizens’ achievements. But 
Arkansans have a special reason to celebrate 
our great deeds and achievements. we are too 
modest. that’s right, i said it. sure, we brag on the 
razorback athletic teams, Johnny Cash, and the 
state’s incredible unspoiled beauty, 
but us “Arkies” also have a bit of 
an inferiority complex -- one that is 
totally undeserved. 
 Arkansans have made 
contributions well beyond the 
recognition they have received, and 
of much greater significance than 
we give ourselves credit for. Amazing 
things have come from Arkansas, and 
that trend continues today. But we 
don’t talk about it much, and many 
Arkansans themselves seem to be unaware of the 
great wealth of our achievements. Part of my job is to 
remedy that situation. we at the Pryor Center, with 
the support of the university, the u of A libraries, 
special Collections department and our other partners 
plan to do just that. in my (completely unbiased) 
opinion, everyone needs to watch the interviews 
and hear the stories we are collecting. Certainly, 
every Arkansan needs to learn more about our state’s 
complex and fascinating history. we plan to make 
that pretty easy.  Just look at the other articles in this 
newsletter to see how we plan to do it. 
i may have the best job in the world, but the Pryor 
Center can only be effective if there is a state-wide 
team of dedicated people behind our efforts. so, 
along with the new Advisory Board and with the 
strength and support of the university of Arkansas, i 
invite you to join me on this journey. i am honored 
to play my part in the service of this mission.
from the director’s Chair
Kris Katrosh
We Need Partners!
As a child, dorothy Mayo stevens of smackover spent four 
years in the children’s home 
and school at the Arkansas 
tuberculosis sanatorium in 
Booneville. the sanatorium 
opened in 1909 and operated 
until 1973. tom w. dillard, head 
of special Collections, and Pryor 
Center associate director scott 
lunsford interviewed Mrs. stevens in May of 2006 
as part of the Pryor Center’s Arkansas Memories 
Project. the interview will soon be available online.
Mrs. stevens’ mother (Mattie frances duncan 
Mayo) was diagnosed with tuberculosis in 1937. 
though no one else in the family developed 
tuberculosis, dorothy and her younger sister Joyce 
were sent to Booneville as a preventative measure. 
After Mrs. Mayo was admitted to the sanatorium, 
her husband (Jack Gamill Mayo) got a job there to 
be near her and their children.
despite the sad circumstances that brought her 
to the sanatorium, Mrs. stevens has fond memories 
of her years there. Among her favorite memories 
are writing letters to santa Claus and receiving 
three gifts each year from a member of the Masons 
who played santa. she expressed 
gratitude for generous support to 
the sanatorium from Masonic 
organizations. she also enjoyed 
playing freely with the other 
children as a change from the 
isolation she had experienced 
before going there. her 
recollections describe a well-run 
program for the children with 
“the most understanding” staff, a 
good school, “wonderful food,” and afternoon rest 
followed by playing outdoors in the fresh air. “we 
had a good life there for four years.”
the university libraries have additional 
resources about the history of the Booneville 
sanatorium including a video produced by 
university of Arkansas Broadcast Journalism 
professors larry foley and dale Carpenter 2002 
(sanatorium hill), a patients’ newspaper on 
microfilm (sanatorium outlook), and a to-be-
processed manuscript collection of oral histories 
from a project conducted by laverne Nelson, 
sue Martin, and Patricia Curry supported by the 
Arkansas humanities Council and the school of 
human environmental sciences, university of 
Arkansas, fayetteville.
oral history spotlight on:
dorothy Mayo stevens - smackover
Dorothy Mayo, eighth grade, at the 
Arkansas Tuberculosis Sanatorium
